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Online Journalism I - 40313 - JRN 02321 - 1 
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Instructor: Mark Berkey-Gerard 

Office: Bozorth 105E 
Email: berkey-gerard@rowan.edu 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course examines the online news landscape. Students learn which principles of traditional 
journalism can and should be applied to the web, and what makes online journalism unique. 
Students gain this knowledge through reading assignments, class discussion and activities, and 
a series of reporting, writing and multimedia production assignments.  
  
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

• Explore the unique challenges, opportunities, ethical and legal issues of digital journalism.  
• Author a news-oriented blog on a well-defined beat or coverage area.  
• Write blog posts with effective headlines, writing, structure, links and key words.  
• Use social media as a tool for reporting and audience engagement.  
• Gain practical knowledge of basic HTML/CSS. 
• Become proficient in basic multimedia reporting and production, including how to tell a 

story using text, links, photos, audio, video, information graphics and data visualizations.  
• Produce an online publication with original reporting and multimedia content that is 

suitable for internship, freelance and job applications.  
  
TEACHING METHODS:  
Students will practice online journalism in this course. Practice, in this case, means developing 
journalistic skills to cover a topic for a real audience, not just fulfilling a school assignment. 
Students will select a topic or beat to cover for the semester. Each student will create a blog and 
then report, write and create multimedia content to cover that topic. All assignments will be 
posted online for anyone to read. Students will build an online audience. I will serve as an 
editorial advisor and give the same responses, instruction and suggestions that I would give to a 
professional journalist. This course stresses journalistic ethics, writing for online media, and 
basic multimedia reporting and production.  
  
READING AND TEXTS:  
All lecture notes, assignments, articles and tutorials will be posted on a blog for the course 
called “The South Jersey Line” at http://mbgjournalism.wordpress.com/ It is also a portal to 
student work. Students should bookmark the class blog or subscribe to its RSS feed and read it 
regularly.  
 
Students are expected to do all reading the week it is assigned and to come to class with 
thoughtful questions and comments about the texts. Students are also expected to apply the 
readings into their reporting and course work. There will be two extra credit quizzes on the 



reading: one at mid-semester and one at the end of the semester. 
 
JournalismNext: A Practical Guide to Digital Reporting and Publishing  
By Mark Briggs, CQ Press, 2nd Edition (with the green cover) 
This is the basic text that covers concepts, terminology, and tips for multimedia reporting. New 
and used copies are available in the Rowan bookstore, Amazon.com or another online 
bookseller. You can also rent this text in the Rowan bookstore. You should be able to find a 
copy for between $14-$25. 
 
The Associated Press Stylebook by Norm Goldstein (editor)  
All writing for this course (including headlines, photo captions, news articles, etc.) must 
follow AP style. Every journalism student needs this book. Buy it and use it. New and used 
copies are available in the Rowan bookstore, Amazon.com, and other locations. You should be 
able to find a copy for between $10-$20. 
 
Each week, students will read and discuss a news blog or website (i.e. Huffington Post, Vox, 
Vice, Buzzfeed).  
  
Additional reading articles will also be assigned. They will be posted under the Reading tab on 
the class blog at http://mbgjournalism.wordpress.com/articles/ and on the main blog page. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY AND JOURNALISTIC ETHICS:  
Students are required to abide by the university’s Academic Integrity Policy 
http://www.rowan.edu/provost/policies/documents/academic_integrity_policy_04-12.pdf 
 
In addition, for this course students are expected to adhere to Cyberjournalist.net’s Blogger  
Code of Ethics (http://www.cyberjournalist.net/news/000215.php) when reporting and creating 
journalistic content. 
 
Plagiarism and fabrication are serious offenses. Do not use words, photos, or other kinds of 
content without proper attribution and copyright permission. This includes copying content from 
the Internet. Plagiarism also includes passing off another’s work as your own or giving your 
work to another student. Fabrication is deliberately inventing or altering information with the 
intent to deceive. Anyone caught plagiarizing or fabricating could receive an F for the course.  
 
All assignments must be completed for this class only. Submitting work from another class, in 
part or in full, is considered academic dishonesty. 
 
ACCOMMODATION POLICY: 
Your academic success is important. If you have a documented disability that may have an 
impact upon your work in this class, please contact me at the beginning of the semester. 
Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in 
order to receive official University services and accommodations. The Academic Success 
Center can be reached at 856-256-4234. The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall. 
The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your 
pursuit of accommodations.   
  
OFFICE HOURS:  
I welcome conversations with students outside of class. My regular office hours are posted on 
my office door at Bozorth 105E. I may also be available other times as well. If you would like to 
make an appointment, email me.   



  
I regularly email students between classes with updates on assignments, grades, and 
responses to your work. Please check your rowan.edu email throughout the week. 
 
COMPUTER LAB ETIQUETTE:  
We will often use the computers and mobile devices for in-class assignments. When we do use 
them, please refrain from unrelated multi-tasking that may distract you, your classmates and 
me. Please silence your mobile device before class begins and give your full attention to the 
course work. I will do the same.  
  
EQUIPMENT:   
Rowan University provides the lab computers installed with software needed for this course. 
The instructor will also recommend free software and programs that students can use on 
personal computers. 
  
Students are required to have their own equipment to gather audio, photos and video. This 
equipment is essential for any journalist working today and is increasingly used in other 
journalism courses as well.  
 
When you are reporting, students should carry: 

Primary Tools 

! Cell phone or Smartphone 
! Audio recorder (and/or Smartphone) 
! Camera that shoots both stills and video with audio (and/or Smartphone) 
! Notebook 
! Pens and pencils 
! Tripod 
! Microphone 
! Headphones 
! Cords for charging devices and connecting to computer 
! Car charger 

Optional/Other 

! Laptop or iPad 
! Extra batteries and memory cards 
! Heavy-duty tape (when you have to improvise) 
! Zip-lock bags (in case of weather) 

 
Students are encouraged to use smartphones and mobile device that have audio, photos, and 
video capabilities. I will offer suggestions for techniques and apps that you can use for mobile 
reporting. However, students must do some research on equipment, file types, and compatibility 
with editing software and test it out early in the semester. All media files (audio, photos, and 
video) must be in formats that can be uploaded to a computer and edited. 
 
Students can check out a limited amount of equipment (DSLRs, video cameras, microphones, 
tripods, chords, and other items) in the Journalism Department Office in Bozorth 105O. Do not 
go to the RTF equipment room for this course, please! Equipment can be checked out on a first-



come, first-serve basis and must be returned on time.  
  
Students are also expected to bring cell phones, cameras, recording devices, headphones and 
charging cords to every class period. 
 
I can offer suggestions if students wish to purchase equipment. If you have questions about 
equipment or do not have the means to purchase these items, please talk to me in person.  
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING:  
Online Journalism I is a required course for all Journalism majors and minors. Students must 
earn at least a C- for it to count toward major or minor requirements.  
  
Student work will be assessed through a series of in-class activities and practical reporting 
assignments.   
 
There are six grading periods during the semester. Students are responsible for completing all 
assignments between grading periods. Grading periods will be used to assess recent work and 
offer suggestions for the next round of assignments. Assignments at the end of the semester 
are weighted more heavily to give students a chance to experiment and to develop new skills. 
 
All assignments must be completed by the deadline. Unless specified otherwise, the weekly 
deadline for assignments is Sunday at 10 p.m.  
 
No late work will be accepted. If your work is not posted online by the deadline, you will receive 
a zero for the assignment.  Late or missed assignments will not be graded and cannot be made 
up. If an illness or a personal emergency prevents you from completing an assignment on time, 
advance notice and written documentation are required. 
 
Beat Blog (815 points) 
Each student will select a news beat (i.e., a subject, a neighborhood, or a focused topic).  
The topic must be something that a student reporter can access on a weekly basis. Your goal is 
to cover a topic for an online audience who is interested in that topic. You must be able to 
attend events, interview people, record audio and take photographs and video of your subject.  
 
Each student is required to post to his or her blog at least once a week beginning in the third of 
the semester. Some blog posts will be “free choice” and students can select a format that is best 
suited for the content of the posts. Some posts will be assigned (i.e., a Q and A, a photo essay, 
an audio clip, or video) and they must contain the required elements. All assignments must be 
posted by the deadline. Each post will be graded on content and execution.  
 
In the final weeks of the semester, students will create a final project (worth 200 points) that 
consists of a 500-word text article formatted for the web and an accompanying multimedia 
feature. Projects will be assessed on story content, original reporting, quality of the presentation, 
and completion of each required element. This project should demonstrate knowledge and skills 
gained over the course of the semester.  
 
At the end of the semester, each student will receive an overall assessment of his/her overall 
body of online work (worth 100 points). Blogs will be assessed on breadth and depth of content, 
effort and initiative in covering the topic, and progress made over the course of the semester. 
Student will also present her/his blog in class and talk about the experience and what was 
learned. 



 
HTML/CSS Exercise (75 points) 
Students will complete a course in basic HTML/CSS using Codeacademy.com. Students can go 
at his/her own pace.  
 
Attendance and Participation (100 points)  
Attendance is graded and points are earned only if students arrive on time and attend and 
participate in the class. Each student receives two “free passes” during the semester. Beginning 
with the third instance, points will be deducted for absence, arriving late, leaving early, or failing 
to participate in class.  Students who miss class are responsible for all material covered in that 
class and must meet all deadlines related to that material. Excused absences include religious 
observances, documented illness, death of family or loved-one and pre-approved school-related 
activities. Students must provide official written documentation for an excused absence.  
 
 
Specific Assignments            Points  
Blog Pitch/Set Up     30 
Post 1: Intro Post     10 
Post 2: Aggregation Post    25 
Post 3: Free Choice     25 
Post 4: Q & A with Photo    50 
Post 5: Free Choice     25 
Post 6: Photo Gallery     50 
Post 7: Audio Interview with Photo   50  
Post 8: Free Choice     25 
HTML/CSS Exercise     75 
Post 9: Free Choice     25 
Post 10: Live Blog or Photo Event   60 
Post 11: Video      75 
Post 12: Map, Timeline, Graphic or Storify  50 
Post 13: Final Project     200 
Post 14: Farewell Post and Presentation  25 
Overall Blog Assessment    100 
Attendance/Participation    100 
 
Total       1000 

Extra-credit quizzes on reading    25 
 
 
SCALE FOR FINAL GRADES:  
A   930-1000  
A-   900-929  
B+   870-899  
B   830-869  
B-   800-829  
C+   770-799  
C   730-769  
C-   700-729  
D+   670-699  
D   600-669  



F   0-599  
 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE – Fall 2014 
The following schedule is a guide for the semester. Specific assignments and dates are subject 
to change. Check the class blog for updates. All assignment due dates are marked in bold. 
  
Week 1 – Tues., Sept. 2 and Thurs., Sept. 4 
In Class:   
-Course introduction and overview  
-Equipment 
-What is journalism? What makes online journalism unique?  
-Thinking about your beat for the semester  
  
Assignments:  
-Read JournalismNext - Forward and Intro 
-Browse the list of winners of the 2014 Online News Association Awards. Come to class ready 
to talk about one particular entry.  
 
Week 2 – Tues., Sept. 9 and Thurs., Sept. 11 
In Class: 
-Beat blogging: What is it? 
-Ethics talk: Permission, waivers, plagiarism, copyright, fair use and Creative Commons 
-Pitch your beat in class 
 
Assignments:   
-Read HuffingtonPost (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 1 – “We are all digital workers now,” but skip  
section on Web design 
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 2 – “Blogging for better journalism” 
-Read the Cyberjournalist.net’s Blogger Code of Ethics 
-Read “Why I Blog” by Andrew Sullivan  
-Pick a beat to cover for the semester and get it approved by instructor 
 
Week 3 – Tues., Sept. 16 and Thurs., Sept. 18 
In Class:   
-WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org 
-Andrew Sullivan’s take on blogging  
-Blog set up  
 
Assignments:  
-Read uwishunu (news blog of the week) 
-Blog Set Up and Post 1 (Introduction) due by Sept. 21 at 10 p.m. 
 
Week 4 – Tues., Sept. 23 and Thurs., Sept. 25 
In-Class:   
-Checking in on student blog list 
-Highlighting a few aspects of WordPress.com’s CMS 
-Aggregation 
-Common types of blog posts 
-Tips for writing for the web 



-Writing web headlines 
-Leads and nutgraphs 
 
Assignments:  
-Read NPR’s CodeSwitch (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 3 – “Crowd-powered collaboration” 
-Read JournalismNext Chap 10 – “Managing news as a conversation” 
-Post 2: Aggregation and Post 3: Free Choice due by Sept. 28 at 10 p.m 
 
Grading Period #1 
 
Week 5 – Tues., Sept. 30 and Thurs., Oct. 2 
In Class:  
-Twitter 101 for journalism students 
-Intro to simple web analytics 
-Basic HTML/CSS 
 
Assignments:  
-Read Buzzfeed (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chap 11 – “Building a digital audience for news”  
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 4 – “Microblogging and social media” 
-Read “What I Learned in Joplin” by Brian Stelter 
-Read JournalismNext Chap 1 - Section on Web design 
-Post 4: Q & A with Photo due by Oct. 5 at 10 p.m. 
 
Week 6 – Tues., Oct. 7 and Thurs., Oct. 9 
In Class:   
-Bring camera to class for in-class photo exercise 
-Incorporating photography into your reporting 
 
Assignments: 
-Read Naked City (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 6 – “Visual storytelling with photographs” 
-Post 5: Free Choice due by Oct. 12 at 10 p.m. 
 
Grading Period #2 
 
Week 7 – Tues., Oct. 14 and Thurs., Oct. 16 
In Class:   
-Bring audio recorder and headphones to class for in-class exercise 
-Audio gathering and editing (2 days) 
  
Assignments:  
-Read Gawker (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 7 – “Making audio journalism visible” 
-Post 6: Photo Gallery due by Oct. 19 at 10 p.m. 
 
Week 8 – Tues., Oct. 21 and Thurs., Oct. 23 
In Class:   
-Extra-credit quiz on reading (worth 15 points) 
-Audio workday. Bring audio files and headphones to class 



 
Assignments:  
-Read Vox (news blog of the week) 
-Post 7: Audio Interview and Photo due by Oct. 26 at 10 p.m. 
  
Grading Period #3 
 
Week 9 – Tues., Oct. 28 and Thurs., Oct. 30 
In Class: 
-Mid-semester check in 
-Live Blogging 
 
Assignments: 
-Read TechnicallyPhilly (news blog of the week)  
-Read “Covering Live Events” 
-Post 8: Free Choice due by Nov. 2 at 10 p.m. 
 
Week 10 – Thurs., Nov. 6 
In Class:   
-No class on Tues., Nov. 4 – Election Day 
-Bring video cameras and headphones to class for in-class video exercise 
-Intro to web video journalism 
  
Assignments:  
-Read Vice (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chapter 8 – “Telling stories with video” 
-Codeacademy.com HTML/CSS exercises due by Nov. 9 at 10 p.m. 
-Post 9: Free Choice due by Nov. 9 at 10 p.m. 
 
Grading Period #4 
 
Week 11 – Tues., Nov. 11 and Thurs., Nov. 13 
In Class:   
-Video (continued) 
 
Assignments:  
-Read Deadspin (news blog of the week) 
-Read JournalismNext Chap 9 – “Data driven journalism and digitizing your life” 
-Post 10: Live Blog or Photo Event due Nov. 16 at 10 p.m. 
 
Week 12 – Tues., Nov. 18 and Thurs., Nov. 20 
In Class:   
-Infographics and data visualizations (continued) 
-Video workday 
 
Assignments: 
-Read Politico (news blog of the week) 
-Post 11: Video due by Nov. 23 at 10 p.m. 
 
Week 13 – Tues., Nov. 25 
 



In Class: 
-Final Project Overview 
 
Assignments: 
-No assignments due this week – Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Week 14 – Tues., Dec. 2 and Thurs., Dec. 4 
In Class: 
-Extra-credit quiz on reading (worth 10 points) 
-Where do we go from here? The future of online journalism and you  
-Post 12 workday 
 
Assignments: 
-Read Philebrity (news blog of the week) 
-Post 12: Map, Timeline, Graphic or Storify due by Dec. 7 at 10 p.m. 
 
Grading Period #5 
 
Week 15 – Tues., Dec. 9 and Thurs., Dec. 11 
In Class: 
-Blog Presentations 
 
Assignments: 
-Work on Final Project 
 
FINALS WEEK 
-Post 13: Final Project due at end of Final Exam period 
-Post 14: Farewell Post due at end of Final Exam period 
 
Final Exam Schedule: 
-For 9:30 a.m. class - Tues., Dec. 16 - 10:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
-For 12:30 p.m. class - Tues., Dec. 16 - 2:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
 

Final Grading Period 


